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been already advised their being ordered first to Fort St. George is to land
about 100 military recruits from each to be disposed of as mentioned in the
58th paragraph of our letter under date of the 19th of February in consequence
of your earnest request for recruits.
3.    As it may possibly happen that the Devonshire and Anson may not
reach the Coast of Choromandel in a proper season to land the beforementioned
recruits, though we hope that will not be the case, on such a supposition,
however, we have given the commanders discretional orders to make the best
of their way to Bombay ; but as our only view in ordering the said ships first
to Fort St. George was to supply that Presidency and you with the recruits
they carry we have directed our President and Council of Bombay, in case the
ships should not be able to reach Fort St, George, to carry our intentions into
execution in the best and most expeditious manner they can by forwarding
the said recruits either to your or Fort St. George Presidency by the first convey-
ances that offer.
4.    It has been intimated to us that sundry articles of private trade to a
large amount were put on board the Argo frigate and the Cuddalore sloop
which attended her from Bengal to China among which was a very considerable
quantity of opium of which no notice has been taken in any of your advices;
a neglect that is very displeasing to us which we expect and direct you will
in some measure attone for by immediately making a strict enquiry into the
several species, qualities and values of the said private trade so shipped, to whom
they belonged with every other particular that may give us a full insight into
this transaction, all which you are to transmit to us without fail by the first
conveyances that offer after your receiving this letter.
5.    As opium is prohibited by the Chinese Government to be imported
in that kingdom, and the introducing it there can be only in a clandestine
manner, we have too much reason to apprehend very bad consequences may
result to the Company by the embarrasment of their affairs with the said
government.    You are therefore to be more particularly attentive in the course
of your said enquiry with respect to this article that we may have the fullest
and clearest account of every circumstance relating thereto necessary for our
information.
6.    To the many disagreeable circumstances taken notice of in our letter
of the 19th of February last with respect to the bales which Captain Maitland
of the Bute returned as not being able for want of room in his ship to receive
them aboard, and the loss of those by the foundering of the Nancy sloop
making in the whole 359 bales, we are to add this further mortification that it
appears upon our Warehousekeeper's comparing the goods received with the
invoice and bill of lading that by much the greatest part of the said 359 bales
were the finest part of the cargo, which you were much to blame in sending
down last, considering the lateness of the season and the hazard they were
thereby actually exposed to.   You are therefore in future to take care that
the fine goods be sent aboard in time that if any are returned it may fall
upon the coarse and not the fine goods.
7.    In our said letter we mentioned the difficulties we were under for
getting at the knowledge of the sorts of the goods returned, in order to prevent